(19) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SPIRITUALLY? Part 1
Are you able to put your name to the following three part statement?
Once, I ______________________ (insert your own name), was spiritually dead in my sin.

(1) Eph.2:1 “You, he made alive, when you were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you one walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience.”
I had no hope, and was without God in my world;

(2) Eph.2:12 “Remember that at that time you were separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers to the covenant of promise, having no hope, and without God in your world.”
But now that I have been brought near in the blood of Christ;

(3) Eph.2:13 “But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off, have been brought near in the blood of Christ.”
So I am no longer a stranger, but a citizen of heaven;

(4) Eph.2:19 “So you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and members of the household of God.”
Built up on the foundation of the apostles and prophets (the scriptures), Jesus Christ being the cornerstone - the one who holds it all together; and on whom everything rests;
(5) Eph.2:20-21 “You are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is built together, and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you were also built into it as a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.”

(6) Eph.4:15-16 “Speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head; into Christ; from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every joint with which it is supplied, makes bodily growth, and upbuilds itself in love, when each part in working properly.”
This is so that we may be a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.
(7) Eph.2:22 “Shun youthful passion, and aim at righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.”

Having been made alive in Christ, my eyes, which were once unseeing in spiritual death, can now see clearly;
(8) Mk.8:22-25 “Some people brought a blind man to Jesus, and begged him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand, and he led him out of the village. And when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him he asked, “Do you see anything?” He looked up and said, “I see men, but they look like trees walking.” Then again he laid his hands upon his eyes, and he looked intently, and was restored, and saw everything clearly.”

And with my new heart I can understand God;

(9) Ezek.36:26 “I will give you a new heart, and I will put a new spirit within you, and I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.”
(10) 2Cor.3:12-16 “Since we have such a hope we are very bold, not like Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not see the end of his fading glory. But their minds are hardened, for to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. Yes, to this day, when Moses is read a veil lies over their minds, but when anyone turns to the Lord, that veil is removed.”

(11) Ps.119:32 “I will run in the way of your commandments, when you enlarge my under-standing.”

(12) Is.29:18 “In that day the deaf will hear the words of a book, and, out of their gloom and darkness, the eyes of the blind will see.”

(13) Acts.26:12-18 Jesus said to Paul, “Rise up, and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve and bear witness to the things in which you have seen me, and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you from the people, and from the  Gentiles; to whom I send you, to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.”

(14) 2Cor.4:6 “It is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”

(15) lPet.2:9 “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him who called you out of darkness, into his marvellous light.”

(16) 1Cor.2:6-16 “Among the mature we do impart wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age, or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom from God, which he decreed before the ages for our glorification. None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is written;

    “No eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived, what things God has prepared for those who love him.”

    But God has revealed these things to us through his Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, including the depths of God. For what person knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man within him? So also, no one comprehends the thoughts of God, except the Spirit of God.

    Now we have not received the spirit of this world, but the Spirit which is from God, that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom, but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who possess the Spirit.

    The unspiritual man does not receive the gifts of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them, because the are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. For, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.”
(20) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SPIRITUALLY? Part 2

Once I had no idea of where I would end up for eternity, but now I have absolute security and certainty.

(17) Jn.5:24 “Truly I say to you, he who hears my words, and believes him who sent me, has eternal life, he will not be judged, but has already passed from death to life.”

(18) Ps.112:7 “He is not afraid of evil tidings, for his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord.”

(19) Mal.3:16-17 “When those who feared the Lord, spoke with on another, the Lord headed and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared him, and thought on his name. They shall be mine, says the Lord, my special possession in the day when I act. And I will spare them as a man spears a son who serves him.”

(20) Mal.4:2-3 “For you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will rise, with healing in its wings. You shall go out like calves leaping from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord.”

(21) 1Jn.5:12 “He who has the Son, has life. He who does not have the Son does not have life.”

(22) Is.54:17 “No weapon that is fashioned against you will prosper, and you shall confute every tongue that rises against you in judgment. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication from me, says the Lord.”

Once I was filled with turmoil, now I am at peace with God, and because of that, I am also at peace with others and most importantly, in the age we live in, I am at peace with myself.

(23) Rom.5:1 “Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

(24) Jn.l4:27 “Peace I leave you; my peace I give you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”

(25) Is.26:3 “You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.”

(26) Jn.16:33 “I have said this to you that you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”

(27) Phil.4:6-7 “Have no anxiety about anything, but in everything, by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let you request be made know to God. And the peace of God, which passes understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

(28) 2Cor.13:11 “If what faded away came with splendour, what is permanent must have much more splendour.”

(29) Phil.1:27 “Let you manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.”

(30) Phil.2:2 “Complete my Joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.”

(31) Rom.12:18 “If possible, in so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.”

(32) Lev.19:18 “You shall not take vengeance, or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself; I am the Lord.”

(33) Eph.5:28 “Husbands, love your wives as your own bodies, for he who loves his wife, loves himself.”

Because I am now primarily a spiritual being not a physical one, I have all new values.

(34) Mat.6:19-21 “Do not lay up treasures for yourselves on earth, where rust and moth consume, and where thieves break in and steal. But lay up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where rust and moth do not consume, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

(35) 1Jn.2:15-17 “Do not love the world, or the things of the world. If any one loves the world, love of the Father is not in him. For all that is of the world, the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the pride of life, are not of the Father, but are of the world. And the world passes away, and its lusts with it, but those who do the will of God abide for ever.”

(36) Deut.6:4-9 “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be upon your hearts, and you shall teach them diligently to your children. And you shall talk of them as you sit in your home, and when you walk by the way, and when you rise up, and when you sit down. And you shall bind them as a sign upon your hand. And you shall write them on the doorposts of your house, and upon your gates.”

(21) DISCIPLESHIP - GROWING UP; HOW DOES BEING A CHRISTIAN AFFECT ME SPIRITUALLY? Part 3

I have all new goals.

(37) 1Cor.6:19-20 “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God. You are not your own. You were bought with a price, so glorify God in your bodies.”

(38) 1Cor.14:1 “Make love your aim, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts; especially that you may prophesy.”

(39) Deut.10:12 “And now Israel; what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, and to serve him with all your heart, and with all your soul.”
I have all new, sure hopes.
(40) Pro.14:32 “The wicked is overthrown by his evil-doing, but the righteous finds refuge through his integrity.”

(41) Tit.2:11-13 “The grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in the world, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

(42) Heb.6:17-20 “When God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God should prove false, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of our souls, a hope that enters into the sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having become a priest forever after the order of Malchizedek.”

(43) 1Pet.1:3-5 “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for by his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for us, who by God’s power are guarded by faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.”

(44) 2Pet.1:3-4 “God’s divine power has granted us everything that we need for life and godliness through knowing him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, that through these we may escape the corruption which is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature.”
I have new dreams to inspire me, longings to motivate me.
(45) Ps.63:1-8 “O God, you are my God, I seek you, and my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.

    I have looked for you in the sanctuary, seeing your power and glory, and because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. So I will bless you as long as I live. I will lift up my hands and call upon your name.

    My soul is feasted as with marrow and fat, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips, when I think of you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the watches of the night; for you have been my help, and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds me.”

(46) Ps.84:2 “My soul longs and faints for the courts of the Lord. My heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.”

(47) Ps.107:9 “The Lord satisfies the thirsty, and the hungry he fills with good things.”

(48) Ps.119:20 “My soul is consumed with longing for you ordinance at all times.”
I have found all new attitudes to self, and can now understand how God could give, what Jesus called, the second great commandment, "You shall love your neighbour as yourself."
(49) Mat.22:37-40 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and the great commandment. And there is a second which is like it, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ On these two commandments, all the law and the prophets depend.”
I can see that I am a worthwhile person, not because of any ability, achievement or possession of my own, since these have no value whatsoever, unless totally surrendered to, and controlled by God;
(50) Is.64:6 “We have all become like one who is unclean, and our righteous deeds are as filthy rages. We fade like a leaf, and our sin, like the wind, caries us away.”

(51) Ps.49:7-9 “Truly, no man can ransom himself, or give to God the price of his life, for the ransom of his life is very costly, and nothing that he has could ever suffice that he should live on forever, and never see the Pit.”

(52) Deut.8:17-18 “Do not say in your heart, “My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.” You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm the covenant which he swore to your fathers, as at this day.”

(53) Jas.4:13-16 “Who is the wise man among you? By his good life let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. This wisdom is not such as comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, and devilish. For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.”
I am worthwhile only because God loves me, and has made me a child of his, and a co-heir with the King of Kings.
(54) Jn.3:16 “God so loved the world, that he sent his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

(55) 1Jn.3:1-3 “See what love the Father has given us that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, even though it does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, as he is pure.”

(56) Rom.8:15-17 “We did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back again into fear, But we have received a spirit of sonship. When we cry, ‘Abba, Abba,’ it is the Spirit himself bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God. And if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him, in order that we may be glorified with him.”

(57) Gal. 4:4-7 “When the time had fully come, God sent out his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts crying, ‘Abba, Abba.’ So, through God, we are no longer slaves but sons, and if sons, then heirs.”

(58) Rev.19:11-16 “I saw heaven opened, and I saw a white horse. He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name inscribed which no one knows but himself. He is clad in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is the Word of God. And the armies of heaven arrayed in fine linen, bright and pure, followed him on white horses. From his mouth issues a sharp sword with which to smite the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron, he will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God, the Almighty. On his robe, and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, King of kings and Lord of lords.”

Are you able to sign your name to all of the above?
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